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Beyond the Right of Way:  
Using Transportation 
Planning Authority to Drive 
Tribal Economic 
Development

 Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation

 Tuesday, September 23, 2025



Transportation Planning — 23 USC §134

• Always required: 3C process (continuous, cooperative, comprehensive)

• “Shall consider” factors: economic vitality, environment, land use, housing, 
mobility

• Vague language → cautious interpretations → funds stayed on pavement

• Now codified in 23 USC §134: planning requires economic development, 
housing, resilience, culture, utilities
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ROCKY BOY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
BIA Route 6 Corridor

Let’s continue the conversation.

Stop by the IMEG booth to talk more about 

Transportation Planning and Tribal Economic 

Development at the IMEG booth. Scan the QR code to read the full report
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