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Enforcement:  
Keeping Routine Stops from Escalating 
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8:00  Welcome & Why This Presentation at This Time - Michia Casebier 
 
8:10 Navajo Monsterslayers Presentation - Michael Henderson 
 
8:45 Education to Reduce Traffic Stop Escalation - Lawrence Robertson  
 
9:20 Thoughts?  Questions?  Ideas? 
 
9:30 30-Minute Break 
 
10:00 Use of Force Videos: “What Would You Do?” 
 
10:20 Community Education Transforms Tribal Enforcement - Al Fowler 
 
10:55 Challenges and Solutions - Michia Casebier 
 
11:05  Questions & Panel Discussion 
 
11:30 Adjourn 



Community Oriented Policing System (COPS) 
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Community-focused tactics 
— in which police work with community groups;  

e.g., youth groups or churches, to guide their priorities —  
can dismantle the us-versus-them mentality 

between police and residents  
and build a stronger police presence that knows its community members. 
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COPS Builds Trust, Relationships & Opportunities 



Why This Breakout Session At This Time? 
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Why This Breakout Session At This Time? 
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While these may 
not seem like high 

numbers, 
the Native 
American 

population in the 
U.S. is at 

only a little over 5 
million, so the 
statistics are 

alarmingly high. 



Why This Breakout Session At This Time? 
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…while whites are killed at a rate of 2.9 per million. 

Native Americans are killed by police 
at a rate of 7.8 per one million people 

African-Americans die at the hands of police 
at a rate of 7.2 per million… 



Why This Breakout Session At This Time? 

National Tribal Transportation in Indian Country Conference  



National Tribal Transportation in Indian Country Conference  

The statistical 
website, 

FiveThirtyEight, 
reports that… …70 % of  

sovereign tribal nations 
are under the legal 
authority of nearby police 
departments. 
 

…between Native 
Americans and 
law enforcement 
involved non-tribal police, 
according to researchers 
at Claremont Graduate 
University.  

83% 
of the deadly 
encounters…  
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…people with serious 
untreated mental illnesses are 

16x more likely to be killed 

during an interaction with a 
police officer.* 
 
 
 

 
…IHS per-capita expenditures 
were $2,849, compared to 
$7,717 per person for 
healthcare spending nationally.  
 

 

Yet, this is where the 79% 

of police killings occur, 
according to Claremont 
Graduate University research. 

In 2015, the Treatment 
Advocacy Center 

reported that… 

*Overlooked in the Undercounted 

National Congress of 
American Indians’ 

research indicates that in 
2013… 

50% of the Native 
population  

lives in urban-Indian 
settings,  

where clinics 
have less funding. 



National Tribal Transportation in Indian Country Conference  

In Our Struggle to Cope with Extrajudicial 
Enforcement, We’ve Become Too Polarized  
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“I see policing 
as an effort 

consisting of 
many different 
and connected 

parts to 
effectively 

dealing with 
social issues.” – 
Captain Michael 

Henderson 
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“I see policing 
as an effort 

consisting of 
many different 
and connected 

parts to 
effectively 

dealing with 
social issues.” – 

Lawrence 
Robertson 



Thoughts?  Questions?  Ideas? 
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30-Minute Break 
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Use of Force Video 1: “What Would You Do?” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oinQjva1-Q 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNOFf8V3pY8 

Use of Force Video 2: “What Would You Do?” 



National Tribal Transportation in Indian Country Conference 

“I truly 
believe that 

through 
education, 

we can 
resolve many 

issues.” - 
Captain Al 

Fowler 
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Data Gathering Challenges  

It’s the responsibility of 
over 17,000 U.S. law 

enforcement agencies 
to self-report officer-

involved shootings 
as part of the FBI’s 

annual data on  
“justifiable homicides” 
by law enforcement. 
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Data Gathering Challenges  

http://www.killedbypolice.net/ 
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Data Gathering Challenges  

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-
interactive/2015/jun/01/the-counted-police-killings-us-database 
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Data Gathering Challenges  

https://www.fatalencounters.org/ 
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Data Gathering Challenges  

https://www.fatalencounters.org/ 

https://www.fatalencounters.org/
https://www.fatalencounters.org/
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What Are Some Potential Solutions? 

https://cops.usdoj.gov/default.asp?Item=2621 
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What Are Some Potential Solutions? 

https://cops.usdoj.gov/default.asp?Item=2621 
 

https://cops.usdoj.gov/default.asp?Item=2621
https://cops.usdoj.gov/default.asp?Item=2621
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December 18, 2014, President Barack Obama 
signed an executive order creating the  

Task Force on 21st Century Policing.  

Task Force identified best practices 
& offered recommendations  

on how policing  
can promote effective crime reduction  

while building public trust. 



President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing 
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• 90 Days 
• 7 Hearings 

• 140 witnesses 
• Reviewed volumes of written online testimony 

from additional witnesses & the general public 
• May 2015 – Published the 

Final Report of the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing 



President’s Task Force on 
21st Century Policing 
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Tri-Level Implementation 
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Communities 

Law 
Enforcement 

Local 
Government 



 

• Create listening opportunities with the community  
• Allocate government resources to implementation 

• Conduct community surveys on attitudes toward policing 
& publish the results 

• Define civilian oversight terms to meet the community’s needs 
• Recognize & holistically address the root causes of crime 

Local Government 



Law Enforcement 

 

• Review/update policies, training & data collection on use of force 
+ engage community members & police labor unions in the process  

• Increase transparency of data, policies & procedures 
• Call on the POST Commission to implement all levels of training 

• Examine hiring practices & ways to involve the community in recruiting 
• Ensure officers have access to the tools they need to keep them safe 



Communities 

• Engage with local enforcement 
via meeting participation, surveys & other activities  

• Participate in problem-solving efforts 
to reduce crime & improve quality of life 

• Work with enforcement to ensure crime-reducing resource/tactic deployment 
that mitigates unintended consequences 

• Call on state legislators to ensure the legal framework 
doesn’t impede enforcement accountability 

• Review school policies/practices & advocate for early intervention strategies 
that minimize youth involvement in the criminal justice system 



Killings of police officers on 
duty are near record lows 
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“In a republic that honors the core of democracy 
—the greatest amount of power is given to those called Guardians.  

Only those with the most impeccable character  
are chosen to bear the responsibility 

of protecting the democracy.” -- Plato 



Source Information & Resource Articles 
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Useful Websites: 
• https://www.facebook.com/NativeLivesMatterEst2014/ 

Statistical Databases: 
• http://www.killedbypolice.net/kbp2018 

• https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2015/jun/01/the-counted-police-
killings-us-database 

 
Online Articles: 
• https://www.lakotalaw.org/news/2017-11-21/native-lives-matter-the-overlooked-police-

brutality-against-native-americans 
• http://www.cjcj.org/news/8113 

• http://inthesetimes.com/features/native_american_police_killings_native_lives_matter.
html 

• https://www.vox.com/cards/police-brutality-shootings-us#share 
 

Research & Reports: 
• https://jech.bmj.com/content/72/8/715 

• http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/2153368717734614?journalCode=raja 
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Rest in Power 
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Mah-hi-vist Goodblanket 

Benjamin Whiteshield 



Questions? Feel Free to Contact Us 
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Ms. Michia Casebier, President 
M.G. Tech-Writing, L.L.C. 

Cellular: 928.369.8241 
mgtecwtg@gmail.com 

Lawrence Robertson, SAC Director 
Indian Highway Safety Program 

Phone: 505.563.3814  
lawrence.robertson@bia.gov 

Michael Henderson, Police Captain  
Navajo Police Department  

Phone: 928.871.7539  
michenderson@navajo-nsn.gov 

Al Fowler, Police Captain 
White Earth Nation  

Tribal Police Department 
Phone: 218.983.3285  

al.fowler@whiteearth-nsn.govv 

mailto:mgtecwtg@gmail.com

