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Converting Distressed Paved Roads 
to Engineered Unpaved Roads

Depaving

Reversion

Pavement to Gravel Process



The #1 problem with a 
gravel road is:

It’s not a paved road!







Pavement Deterioration





Investment Strategies - Alternatives



North 
Dakota



















Material Breakdown





Gravel

Multiple Layers

Gravel 
Layer



Foundation Repairs



Proof Load Test

Ann Taylor, Brosz Engineering 
Field Engineer



Dust Suppressant



Transitions













Department of Defense



Air Force Comments

… steadily deteriorating condition

… condition below a gravel road

… condition may affect their mission

__________________________

… very happy with the results

… no longer a concern that the  road may adversely affect their mission



Kidder County Project

















Roadway Network,

Public Expectation



North Dakota’s

County/Local Road Network: 

97,600 miles

6,600 miles are paved

59,000 miles are gravel surfaced

32,000 miles are unsurfaced



Conversion Comments

Initial public response – Why???

… ADT, Safety, Cost, Ride…

Proper selection => pleased customers

NDLTAP - technical resource







The #1 problem with a 
gravel road used to be:

It’s not a paved road!
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